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HOW DOES AN EASEMENT AFFECT WHAT I CAN DO ON MY PROPERTY? 

Easements must be clear of any and all structures. No portion of a structure (whether new construction or converted from 
existing space) may encroach into any public or private easement unless the easement holder has provided written 
permission to construct the structure in the manner proposed. Roof eaves may not be eliminated to meet the easement 
requirements. See the image below. If you are planning to build anything in your property, please contact Westminster 
Planning Division to learn about all the applicable clearances.  

 

The accessory dwelling unit in property A is not permitted, because some portion of the structure encroaches 
into the easement. 
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WHAT IS AN EASEMENT? 

An easement is a portion of a lot that is reserved or used for 
utility, rights-of-way, access, or any public or private use, as 
indicated on a subdivision map, deed restriction, or other 
recorded document (City of Westminster Municipal Code, 
section 17.700.010.E). An easement gives the legal right to an 
entity or person to access and control a portion of real estate 
that they do not own for a specific purpose.  

Utility easements are one of the most common types of 
easements for private property, which generally allow public 
utility companies access to the property for the purpose of 
installing, repairing and maintaining utility lines. 
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http://westminster-ca.gov/
https://www.thespruce.com/building-on-an-easement-4125929
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EXAMPLE OF EASEMENT IDENTIFIED IN A TITLE REPORT  
FOR REFERENCE ONLY 
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WHERE CAN I FIND ALL THE EASEMENTS ON MY PROPERTY? 
All the easements should be recorded on the full Title Report of your property. You can find the full details and description 
of the easements in the Grant of Easement document under Exceptions section of the title report. The Grant of Easement is 
usually provided by a hyperlink to the book and page number of the Official Records. Please keep in mind that one property 
may have more than one grant of easement. If you don’t have the full title information, please contact a title company. 

WHAT SHOULD I ASK FOR WHEN I CONTACT A TITLE COMPANY? 
Provide all the information you already have about the property (address, owner’s name, APN number, and etc.) to the title 
company and ask for a Full Title Report along with copies of all the exhibits; easements; and conditions, covenants, and 
restrictions referenced in the report. 

WHEN DO I NEED TO PROVIDE A TITLE REPORT TO THE CITY? 
All projects involving development require submittal of a title report prepared within the last six months along with all 
exhibits; easements; and conditions, covenants, and restrictions referenced in the report. 

 

 

http://westminster-ca.gov/
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EXAMPLE OF GRANT OF EASEMENT 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY 
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TIP: TO FIND YOUR 
LOT NUMBER, REFER 

TO THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION IN THE 

TITLE REPORT. 

http://westminster-ca.gov/
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EXAMPLE OF AN EASEMENT IDENTIFIED ON A TRACT MAP 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY 

 

WHO SHOULD I CONTACT IF I HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS? 

If you have any additional questions, please contact City of Westminster Planning Division: 

Planning Division Main Line: (714) 548-3247 
Email: planning@westminster-ca.gov 
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