


BAN CHOKEHOLDS 

& STRANGLEHOLDS 

The use of a chokehold is NOT permitted 

within our Department. 

Carotid holds are only allowed by trained 

officers in situations that involve violence 

or the subject has the potential to harm 

officers or themselves (Policy 300.3.4). 

EXHAUST ALL OTHER 

MEANS BEFORE SHOOTING 

Our policy and the state law require officers to use 
only that amount of force which is reasonable to 
affect an arrest. 

They shall only use that amount of force, which 
reasonably appears necessary, given the facts and 
circumstances percieved by the officer at the time 
(Policy 300.3 and 300.3.1). 



BAN SHOOTING AT 

MOVING VEHICLES 
Westminster Police Officers are not 
prohibited from shooting at moving 
vehicles. 

However, our policy states that an 
officer should only discharge a firearm 
at a moving vehicle or its occupants 
when the officer reasonably believes 
ther are no other reasonable means 
available to avert the threat of the 
vehicle, or if deadly force other than the 
vehicle is directed at the officer or 
others (Policy 300-4.1). 

REQUIRE WARNING 

BEFORE SHOOTING 

Our policy states an officer should, 
where feasible, give a verbal warning 
before using deadly force (Policy 
300.2.2.). 

DUTYTO 

INTERVENE 

Our policy mandates a duty to intervene if any officer 
observes another officer using force that is unreasonable. 
The officer who observes the excessive use of force is also 
mandated to report the observations to a supervisor 
(Policy 300.2.1). 



'' 
We are committed 

to serving our 
community with 
pride, empathy, 

compassion, and 
a deep respect 

for all individuals. 

REQUIRE USE OF FORCE 

CONTINUUM 
Law enforcement agencies vary whether 
they incorporate a use of force continuum. 

Our policies require officers to use only that 

amount of force that reasonably appears 

. necessary given the facts and totality of the 
circumstances. 




